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The Augusta Margaret River Times services the well known South West areas famous for 
great wines, food and world famous surf beaches. After being established in July 2007, 
the Times is the only letterbox and business delivered free newspaper within the district. 
It continues to lead the way with quality editorial content and combined with its easy reading 
format has seen this paper quickly become the locals’ paper of choice.
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2500cm ($6.17) $6.79
5000cm ($5.90) $6.49
10000cm ($5.66) $6.22
20000cm ($5.43) $5.98

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING*
Lineage ($15.48) $17.02 first 3 lines,  
 ($5.09) $5.60 thereafter
Display ($9.85) $10.84 p.c.c.

EMPLOYMENT CLASSIFIEDS
Lineage ($15.48) $17.02 first 3 lines,  
 ($5.09) $5.60 thereafter
Display ($10.57) $11.63 p.c.c.
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A D V E R T I S I N G  R A T E S  A N D  I N F O R M A T I O N

CIRCULATION 
6,734
Distributed Fridays weekly

DISTRIBUTION AREA
Delivered to households/
businesses in Margaret River 
and Augusta and available for 
free in the Augusta Margaret 
River Shire.  Available for 
purchase in surrounding 
areas.
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CONQUER THE COLD!
your one stop shop for all your fireplace needs!Huge Range In Store Now!

The proper hardware store.

N E C T R ESLOW COMBUSTION HEATING

22 Station Road,Margaret River WA 6285T: 08 9757 2455F: 08 9757 3034E: paul@shepgroup.com.au

MARGARET RIVER

PET      DOC

THE MARGARET RIVER VET HOSPITAL
47 Station Road, Margaret River
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THE shire president doesn’t believe
the pressure is off with council amal-
gamations following a forum with
Local Government Minister John
Castrilli last week.Ray Colyer said he was surprised at

the lack of focus on council reform,
but believed the matter could return
after the next State election.“I think everyone should be very

wary,” he said. “I think everyone in
the State, unless you’re the City of
Stirling where there is 250,000 peo-
ple.”

“There is always the possibility
they would put Busselton, Nannup
and Margaret River in one bit, but we
are working very hard to stop them
doing that,” he said. Cr Colyer reiterated the Augusta-

Margaret River Shire Council’s
strong performance and that it wasn’t
a major focus compared to weaker
Wheatbelt shires. However, he also
underlined the fear the Minister was
truly committed to amalgamations
and needed a second term of Govern-
ment as it would require the backing
of the National Party for changes to
legislation.

A meeting in Perth on Thursday,
May 12, heard the Minister speak
about the path ahead for strong pro-
jected population growth in Perth
and across regional WA.The Minister’s media adviser said

other issues included the reduction in
red tape, increasing financial thresh-
olds on major land transactions and
increasing councils’ ability to gener-
ate extra revenue streams. Delegates
from more than 120 councils attend-
ed the forum.

The Minister said it was important
councillors and officers invested
more time to consider the future and
plan accordingly for “a stronger and
more sustainable local government
sector”.

Council’s still waryof reform agenda

FRESH from last week’s reprieve
that there were no bids for petroleum
leases in the South West’s Mentelle
Basin, anti-oil campaigners want to
know why the gas field was ever put
up for offer.

Campaigners want the area locked
up for conservation uses so the com-
munity doesn’t have to go through
such a long and nervous wait again.

No Oil for South West Beaches
convener Rob Alder said the announ-
cement was a small win for the group,
but the war wasn’t over. He said while he understood the

area was forwarded by Government
advisors GeoScience Australia for
consideration in the 2010 Offshore
Petroleum Exploration Acreage
Release, he wanted more clarity on
the reasons for its inclusion.“We’ve already got a Freedom of

Information Act request in for the
reasons why it was selected, through
my lawyers in Melbourne through
Surfrider,” Mr Alder said. “We’re saying it’s a reprieve, not a

conclusion. Until it’s ceded to marine
protection, it’s not over.”Federal Resources Minister Mar-

tin Ferguson could not outline the
process behind the release of tenders
when the Times placed inquiries ear-
lier this year and was unable to re-

spond to questions by deadline this
week.

Mr Alder believed the viability of
the oil deposits in the basin was
behind its lack of inclusion in the
recently advertised Federal sanctuar-
ies plan. 

The Conservation Council of WA
would put similar questions to the
Federal Government for further clar-

ity, according to convener Tim Nicol.
“(It’s) not a win until we have

certainty that the Government will
stop trying to promote the area as an
oil field, so we are encouraging eve-
ryone to make a submission calling on
the Government to expand their
marine sanctuary network to protect
the Mentelle Basin,” Mr Nicol said.

“Currently their marine sanctuary

network only protects two out of 10
critical biodiversity hotspots in the
(South West) and leaves five exposed
to the risks of oil spills from the Men-
telle Basin.” 

Mr Alder said his group would
make a similar push. “We’ve been given an amazing op-

portunity to preserve this pristine
patch of land,” Mr Alder said.

Anger at year ofpain over oil bids

No Oil For South West Beaches’ Rob Alder wants an explanation why the region was ever put out for tender.
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*Classifieds (excluding employment), Wheels, Real Estate & Service 
Directory are common to Busselton Dunsborough Times
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