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Broome is the capital of the Kimberley and the Broome Advertiser is a vital source 
of information to residents and visitors, providing comprehensive weekly news, sport 
lifestyle features, a fishing guide, classifieds, motoring and the all important property 
guide in a booming market.
Not only is the town a Mecca for tourists, Broome is the Kimberley region’s major 
population centre. It’s nearest neighbouring towns of significant populations are more 
than 600k away by road, with Port Hedland 611km to the south and Kununurra 
1044km to the north east.
The town is a tourist hotspot with the usual population of 14,000 swelling to more than 
40,000 during the height of the dry season, from May to October.
Visitors from all over the world come to enjoy Broome’s pristine wilderness, pearl 
jewellery, indigenous art and culture and internationally renowned Cable Beach.
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POLICE in a remote Abor-iginal community havebeen branded “draconian”and “overzealous” by itschief executive after 19 peo-ple were charged with alco-hol-related offences in thepast month.Bidyadanga chief execu-tive Peter Yip said the com-munity, which has beendesignated dry by by-lawsfor eight years, is not afflict-ed with the issues whichhave plagued others in theKimberley.
“I think its all exaggera-tion from the police … it’sjust a bloody draconian wayof policing an Aboriginalcommunity,” he said.“Police are going to oldpeople’s houses with searchwarrants and searchingtheir houses.”Officer in charge at theBidyadanga police stationSen. Sgt Bob Clark said thecommunity had a worsen-ing problem with liquor. 

“It hasn’t been exaggerat-ed, we’ve had plenty of inci-dents of antisocialbehaviour in the communi-ty,” he said.
“We’ve had some nastyincidents of family violencewhich are alcohol relatedand there are a lot of peoplereceiving medical treat-ment for alcohol-relatedmatters.”

Last week, 19 of the 33 peo-ple appearing in the Bidya-danga Magistrate’s Courtappeared on charges stem-ming from possessing orconsuming alcohol on com-munity land. One member of the com-munity council wascharged. 
The maximum fine forbreaking the by-law is$5000. 

Sen. Sgt Clark said alco-hol related crime was on theincrease in the communityand he believed it wasbecause more alcohol wasgoing into Bidyadanga.“We’ve been trying to

work with the communitybut we’ve been forced tostart taking out warrantson houses where we know alot of alcohol is consumed,”he said.
Parts of the community,including teachers’ andnurses’ houses and theCatholic Mission, areexempt from the by-laws.Sen. Sgt Clark said it wasvery hard to police the by-laws when half of the com-munity was dry and theother half was not.Mr Yip said there had tobe give and take in the waythe laws were enforced.“Most community peoplewill just drink their alcoholquietly at home, but unlesspeople are causing troublethey shouldn’t be hassled,”he said.

Mr Yip said the councilwas looking at reviewingthe by-laws, and consider-ing a section 175 blanketban, which has been 
implemented in other 
communities.

Alcohol banconsideredafter arrestsBEN JONES

Birds of Tokyo vocalist Ian Kenny. The band
blasted into Broome last week for a huge concert

at the Mangrove Hotel. Report, Page 4. Pictures, Pages 20-21
Picture: Ben Jones

Rare birds in full flight
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  SPECIAL PUBLICATIONS
2012 West Kimberley Fishing & Tide Guide
Date December 2011
Distributed with Broome Advertiser 
 and other outlets
Circulation 8,000
Size A5 Magazine- Full Col
Booking deadline 18 November 2011
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