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Countryman has been the voice of the bush in WA since 1885.
That’s 125 unbroken years working alongside the men and 
women and families who tamed the massive expanses of the 
State, bringing them news and views about their region, their lives 
and their industries.
And the partnership is as strong today as it was then.
Western Australian owned, the paper stands proudly on its 
reputation for providing real news, which gives readers the 
information they need to make informed decisions.
If it happens in rural and regional WA the Countryman is there.
From field days and industry events to local, national and 
international news.
Presented in a striking tabloid format, Countryman’s
contemporary design makes it visually appealing and with a 
proven track record of award-winning journalism and
photography and service to industry, Countryman, not just the 
voice of the bush, but your voice too.
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  Increase water penetration  Increase water holding capacity
  Reduce staggered weed germination

The LURE H2O System* reduces the eff ects of 

water repellancy and locks the rain in the 

ground where it lands.

 Australian owned Specialist company QA manufacturing National distribution Full product support

www.sacoa.com.au/lure
*Australian Patent Application Nos.2011900185, 2011100087 apply. Recommended for forest loams.

  Improve pre-emergent eff ectiveness  Reduce dry period plant stress Improve pasture growth

Countryman
MAY 26 2011   VOL. 125  NO. 6302 $1.90   

A West Australian Newspapers Publication

EVERY GROWER EVERY WEEK

June 2011

GidgegannupSmall Farm Field Day
Your guide to exhibitors, demonstrations and open farms

FREE MAG SMALL FARM FIELD DAYTOPDROP
Last week’s rains across parts of the Wheatbelt and the South 

West brought relief to some growers. Narembeen farmer Todd 

Federici said the timing was spot on and the wet ground was 

a nice change from last year’s dry season. For a full rainfall 

report, see page 3  

Narembeen farmer Todd Federici is delighted with the recent rainfall.  PHOTO:  LAUREN CELENZA

EUROPE’S WEATHER WOES P9Your guide to exhibitors, demonstrations and open farms
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Syria will produce 12 per cent less wheat than it

estimated and 19 per cent less barley this year

because of a lack of rain, an agriculture ministry

official said.Wheat production will total 3.6 million metric

tons, and barley output will total 552,000 metric

tons, according to Hassan Katana, director of

statistics and planning. 
Private traders are expected to import 1.5 mil-

lion tons of barley this year to Syria, which has

annual demand of 2.5 million tons.

“The crop will be lower because rain came rel-

atively late this year and the available water re-

sources for irrigation were less,” he said.

Syria was planning to produce 4.1 million

metric tons of wheat. 
In 2010, wheat output dropped 17 per cent

from the previous year to 3.08 million metric

tons as yellow rust hit the crop. Barley produc-

tion last year stood at 680,000 metric tons.

“Yellow rust is no longer a threat to wheat this

year,” Mr Katana said. “Some areas were affect-

ed, but early discovery helped overcome its ef-

fects on the crop.”

Syria’s domestic demand for wheat in 2011

will be about 4.3 million metric tons, including

for food and for seeds for next year’s crop. The

Government expects to supply 2.75 million met-

ric tons of wheat for bread- making in 2011.

The Government mainly gets the wheat sup-

ply from local farmers at subsidised prices. This

month, Syria increased the purchase price by

one Syrian pound ($0.02) per kg to encourage

farmers to sell the crop to the state.

Syria’s Government may import 300,000 tons

of wheat and private traders may import 300,000

tons to 400,000 tons in 2011, said Tarif Akhras,

chairman of Homs, Syria-based commodities

trading company Akhras Group.

Syrian Minister of Economy and Trade Mo-

hammad Nidal Al Shaar declined to disclose the

amount of wheat the Government planned to

import this year to fill storage capacity.

Storage capacity of Syrian silos and stores is

6.4 million metric tons, according to a General

Establishment for Cereal Processing and Trade

annual report. 

BLOOMBERG

Syrian wheat yield down

Swiss commodities giant Glencore

made its debut on the London stock

exchange last week, raising about

$US10 billion ($A9.42 billion)

through an initial public offer (IPO)

set at 530 pence a share.
The group has been valued at

about $US59.2 billion and the flota-

tion marked the biggest IPO so far

this year.Glencore chief executive Ivan Gla-

senberg said the offer had created

substantial interest from investors

around the world and was signifi-

cantly oversubscribed throughout

the price range, providing Glencore

with a high-quality, diverse and geo-

graphically spread investor base. 

Last Thursday, the Baar-based

company set final price for the IPO at

530 pence, at the middle of the 480 to

580 pence range it announced early in

May.
Conditional trading — unofficial

trading of the shares on condition

they would be fully listed on the stock

market — began on May 19 on the

London stock exchange, and the

price jumped to 548 pence shortly af-

ter the market opened. 

Full official trading in the shares

began on May 24 in London and

May 25 in Hong Kong.
Glencore, the world’s biggest com-

modities trader by revenue with

$US145 billion in 2010, has secured

$US3.1 billion from so-called corner-

stone investors, which have sub-

scribed to 31 per cent of the shares on

offer. 
These investors include sovereign

wealth funds in Singapore and Abu

Dhabi, asset managers and private

banks.
Glencore said it would use the

funds raised by the listing to pay

down debt, boost its stake in Kazzinc

—a zinc producer with core oper-

ations in eastern Kazakhstan — and

to expand its business.
Ratings agency Moody’s said the

move would improve the financial

flexibility of the group to raise funds,

because it gave it access to other

forms of financing for acquisitions.

The IPO came as commodity pric-

es soared amid huge demand from

Asia, particularly China and India,

for resources to power their econo-

mies.

Swiss giantmakes itsbig debut

Australia’s wheat stocks to-

talled 21.3 million metric tons at

the start of April, according to a

Australian Bureau of Agricul-

tural and Resource Economics

and Sciences report released on

Monday.Wheat stored by bulk grain

handlers was estimated at about

18.7 million tonnes at the start

of April 2011.Wheat stored by bulk grain

handlers comprised about 10.3

million tonnes of milling grade

wheat and about 8.5 million

tonnes of feed grade wheat,

compared with about 11.6 mil-

lion tonnes and 8.8 million

tonnes, respectively, in March

2011. 

Australianwheat stocksat 21.3mmt

US corn, soybean and spring wheat

plantings are behind the pace of re-

cent years, after wet weather delayed

fieldwork. Cotton sowing has also been

slowed, and winter wheat crop condi-

tions have deteriorated.
About 79 per cent of the corn crop,

the world’s biggest, was planted as of

Monday, according to the US De-

partment of Agriculture. 
That compared with 63 per cent a

week earlier and 92 per cent a year

earlier. The average was 87 per cent at

this time of year, from 2006 to 2010.

Soybean planting was 41 per cent

complete, compared with 22 per cent

a week earlier, 51 per cent a year ear-

lier and the five-year average of 51 per

cent. 
About 54 per cent of the spring

-wheat crop was seeded, compared

with 36 per cent a week earlier and an

average 89 per cent for the past five

years, the department said.

The cotton crop was 57 per cent

planted, compared with 42 per cent a

week earlier and 59 per cent a year

earlier. The five-year average was 61

per cent.About 45 per cent of the winter

wheat crop was in ‘very poor’ or

‘poor’ condition, compared with 44

per cent a week earlier and 9 per cent

a year earlier.Many growing areas east of the

Mississippi River, as well as sections

of Missouri, Arkansas and North

Dakota, have received twice the nor-

mal amount of rainfall in the past 30

days, according to the National

Weather Service. Flooding also af-

fected farms on the Mississippi River

and its tributaries, leaving fields too

muddy to support equipment.
BLOOMBERG

Farmers work to harvest crops as floodwaters from the Mississippi River creep across

their fields in Natchez, Mississippi, on May 17. 

PHOTO: DAVE MARTIN

Plantingsdelayeddue to wetconditions
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WANDERING OATS
LUPINSWHEATFIELD PEASBARLEY

CONTACT:
JOHN ORR, MAL BENNETT

PH 08-9430 6656   FAX 08-9430 6676

Prices available: www.pgh.com.au

or call to register for our SMS price service

Grain Trade Australia member No. 0207
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Rustic charm
Enjoy the tranquil surroundings of this large family home. PAGE 27

AUCTION
Blackwood River Lots Must Be Sold!

MUST be sold at Auction at Abbey Beach Resort, 

Busselton 11 am Saturday 4th June 2011

There are 7 farms to choose from; 100 ac as a single lots some with 

absolute River Frontage, or buy the Historic Carla Mia 721 acres with 

the Historic 1020s Homestead with over 2kms of Blackwood River 

Frontage you could water ski on.

Adjoins the picturesque Trigwell Bridge.

These farms have to sold on the day!

Contact the agent for the full details.

      

PRICE: Auction 11 am 4th June 2011Abbey 

Beach Resort at Busselton.

CONTACT: Peter Johnston 0439 971150

An overwhelming turnout at the Charity Rodeo

on Saturday at Brigadoon brought out the best

in competitors as they rode for a good cause.

Organiser Jo-Lee Kestel, of Waroona, said

the event was a huge success and proceeds

would be directed to flood appeals, including

the Carnarvon flood.
“With the help of many volunteers and the

big hearts of WA’s rodeo competitors, the sec-

ond annual Charity Rodeo was a big hit,” she

said.
Starring alongside the cowboys and girls were

some of the State’s best bucking and barrel rac-

ing stock.Pinjarra cowboy Phil Jeffreys described his

winning ride on Berty, the small horse with a big

heart, as awesome, after scoring 67 points for a

taste of saddle bronc victory.

Top score of the evening belonged to Wade

McCarthy, of Chittering, who had the judges

awarding 75 points for his eight-second ride on

the bareback horse named Leftover.

Taking on the most ferocious of the open

bulls with confidence, Malcolm Bergersen, of

Bunbury, made it his third win in four, riding

Polka Dot.

“The bull did its best to spin me off, but I

managed to hang on,” Bergersen said.

Also holding on for his life, Kayne Drew, of

Bindoon, was the only cowboy to make time in

the rookie bulls.As the barrels were rolled out, the crowd was

in for a real treat as WA’s best cowgirls lined up

for the open race.Two of the 19 riders were clocked under 17

seconds and were split by only a few tenths of

the second hand.Repeating her victory of last year, Chelsey

Fell, of Chittering, stopped the clock at 16.30,

while Amber Bowtell, of Bullsbrook, claimed

second place with a time of 16.42.

In the under-18s barrel race, Taya McFar-

lane, of Baskerville, stopped the clock at 17.63

for the win. Meanwhile, four-year-old Samantha Collins,

of Muchea, had the crowd cheering her pony

home in the beast versus motorbike event.

Keeping the crowd smiling, Joel Ruff, of

Bullsbrook, had his best clown face on to enter-

tain throughout the evening.

In a thrilling exhibition of horsemanship, the

WA Trick Riders demonstrated extreme plank-

ing with some of their out-of-the-saddle riding

techniques.

Charity event a crowd pleaser

Rodeo organiser Jo-Lee Kestel and Chidlow cowgirl Kas Musa welcomed rodeo fans to the event. 

Bunbury cowboy Malcolm Bergersen won the open

bull ride. 
Bob Garnant

Rodeo clown Joel Ruff, of Bullsbrook, had the crowd

smiling. 
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Kunjin virus has been confirmed as

the cause of neurological disease in

three horses in WA, according to the

Department of Agriculture and

Food (DAFWA). The affected horses were from ar-

eas north and east of Perth and in

the Goldfields.Acting chief veterinary officer Pe-

ter Morcombe said Kunjin virus was

commonly found in mosquitoes in

the Kimberley and the Pilbara and it

was unusual to find horses affected

by the virus outside of these areas.

“At this stage, the department

does not expect to see many more

cases of affected horses, because

mosquito numbers should decline

with cooler weather,” he said.

“Only a small number of horses

develop signs after infection with

Kunjin virus. “However, horse owners are ad-

vised to watch for signs of neurolog-

ical disease in their horses, such as

stopping eating, depression, lethar-

gy, a stiff gait, lack of co-ordination

and falling over.” 

Dr Morcombe said horses with

Kunjin disease were not contagious

to people, other horses or other ani-

mals. 
However, he said owners should

contact their private veterinarian or

district veterinary officer immedi-

ately if their horse shows signs of

neurological disease. 
“Veterinarians can advise on di-

agnosis, protective clothing and

other issues related to neurological

diseases in horses,” he said.

Dr Morcombe also recommend-

ed that horse owners reduce their

horses’ exposure to mosquitoes

where possible.“Eliminating mosquito breeding

sites, trapping, housing horses be-

tween dusk and dawn, turning off

lights inside stables, using fluores-

cent lights, screening stable win-

dows, fogging and using fans and

automatic overhead misting systems

will reduce the chance of mosqui-

toes biting horses and subsequent

infection,” he said.
Registered insect repellents, rugs,

hoods and mesh fly veils with ear

covers and fly boots are also recom-

mended.Dr Morcombe said the neurolog-

ical signs in the WA cases were simi-

lar to those seen this year in eastern

Australia, which were attributed to

Murray Valley encephalitis and

Kunjin virus following flooding and

increased mosquito activity in those

areas.� For more information, contact the

department’s animal health

laboratory on 9368 3351

Detection of virus sparks mosquito warning

Baskerville cowgirl Taya McFarlane was best in the under-18s barrel

race. 

Lake Clifton cowboy Jesse De Burgh hangs 10 in the bareback event. Samantha Collins, 4, of Muchea, and her pony Sunny prompted big

cheers from the crowd. 
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0428 439 978
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24th May 2011

Agents yarded 13096 sheep and lambs at Muchea this week.  Good 

quality XB lambs were in short supply although competition was fl at 

with values back $3-$4 a head.  Better quality store lambs were also 

cheaper, being $5-$8 down due to competition.

A Light yarding of mutton saw heavy ewes down $2-$3 and trade 

ewes $3-$4.  Light mutton also met limited competition and light 

young ewes were up to $15 cheaper in places.  Ewe hoggets fell 

$5-$10 a head and shipping wethers remained at similar rates with 

few lines to quote.  Light merino wether lambs met strong grazier 

demand to be $5 dearer with large lines selling well.

 

Rep Sales

RW & SE Martin - Northam 

10P/D Lambs 
$155.00

 

41SUFF X Lambs 
$140.00

TW Lee - Toodyay 

9X/B Lambs 
$145.00

Ucarty Holdings - Dowerin 

35P/D X Lambs 
$145.00

 

16MER Ewes 
$125.50

Mountjoy Grazing - Northam 
22XB Lambs 

$140.00

KJ Hodby - Badgingarra 

18XB Lambs 
$139.50

HP Woodley & Son - Cunderdin 
60MER Ewes 

$118.50

 

27MER WTH HGTS $107.00

RJ & VJ York  Tammin 

34MER Ewes 
$124.50

I & R Cousins & Sons  Watheroo 
5MER WTH HGTS  

$135.00

19th May 2011

Mt Barkers yarding was similar in size to last week with 881 head yarded.

Export weight steers sold at 196c/kg with heavy weight mature heifer sales up 15c  under 

increased demand, at 134-166c/kg, to average 152c/kg. Grass fi nished trade weight 

yearlings met with fi rm local and feeder demand with steer sales 200-231c/kg, grain fi nished 

234-243c/kg. Grass fi nished heifers 170-215c/kg and grain fi nished to 230c/kg.

The store market recorded an increased feeder competition, as heavy  weight steers 

realised 200-243c/kg to average 229c/kg, medium weight sales rose 3c to 220-255c/kg 

or 250c/kg and lightweights back marginally at 220-260c/kg. Medium weight heifer sales 

rebounded a full 10c at 200-240c/kg to average 236c/kg, with lightweights 5c dearer to 

185-243c/kg to equal 228c/kg.

Cow quality improved this week and this coupled with an increase in processor competition 

saw heavy weight prime sales rise 10-15c at 134-150c/kg to average 143c/kg, over 

conditioned drafts 118-130c/kg and plainer drafts 120-130c/kg. 

Heavy weight bulls were cheaper by 20c at 104-120c/kg and lightweights 140-150c/kg. 

TOP PRICES: 

TR & J BUTTON: 

2  Angus Steers 

535kg x 196c = $1049

 

3  Angus Yearling Hfrs 

337kg x 226c = $762

MURRAY VALLEY GRAZ: 

4  Simmental X G/F Strs 

421kg x 234c = $985

PR & SM MARSHALL: 

14  Angus Vealer Steers 

366kg x 255c = $933

CM & JM HICK & SONS: 

10  Angus Yearling Strs 

300kg x 248c = $744

DA PARNELL: 

5  M/Grey Vealer Steers 

314kg x 240c = $754

BS & DG AULD & CO: 

9  Char X Vealer Steers 

284kg x 259c = $736

CL & MC GILBERT: 

13  M/Grey X Vealer Strs 
194kg x 254c = $493

JH & JE PICKLES: 

4  Angus Yearling Heifers 
336kg x 230c = $773

KT & ET RIDGWAY: 

5  Angus Cows 

670kg x 143c = $958

HILLCREST FARMS: 

4  Angus X Cows 

645kg x 144c = $929

PARDEE GRAZ CO: 

3  Angus Cows 

653kg x 147c = $960

HAPPY VALLEY FARM TRUST: 
3  Angus X Cows 

587kg x 150c = $880

23rd May 2011

Agents yarded 1007 cattle at Muchea Monday 23rd May which 

included approximately 100 calves.  

Very few trade cattle were penned and values remained fully fi rm.  

The quality of young stores was mixed and values refl ected this.  

Best cows improved 10c/kg whilst the remainder were equal. 

REP SALES  Cattle

G & D Murphy - Muchea
 

4SH X COWS 

532kg @ 157c/kg =$835.00

AE & KM Spark - Dowerin
 

2SH X HFRS 

444kg @ 210c/kg  =$932.00

 

9SH X HFRS 

409kg @ 189c/kg =$773.00

R & A Fava - Cardup
 

4M/G HFRS 

286kg @ 241c/kg =$689.00

Dardin Agricultural Holdings Pty Ltd  Arthur River

 

9ANG VLR BULLS 
229kg @ 229c/kg =$525.00

MUCHEA CATTLE REPORT 

GREAT SOUTHERN REGIONAL CATTLE
MUCHEA SHEEP REPORT
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Australia’s livestock export industry

has launched its strategic vision for

improving animal welfare outcomes

in livestock export markets.

Meat and Livestock Australia

(MLA) chairman Don Heatley said

an important part of this vision was

the development of comprehensive

action plans for each export market,

with the first plan to be implemented

in Indonesia — Australia’s largest

market for cattle exports.
“The industry is committing to on-

ly supply Australian livestock to fa-

cilities where supply chains meet or

exceed the relevant sections of the

World Organisation for Animal

Health (OIE) animal welfare stan-

dards,” Mr Heatley said. 
“Our deadline for meeting this

goal is 2015, however, we will be

working hard to achieve this as early

as possible.” Mr Heatley said it was an ambi-

tious plan that would enable the in-

dustry to have tighter management of

animal welfare outcomes in overseas

markets. “It will deliver a system to identify,

monitor and address welfare require-

ments through the implementation of

endorsed livestock welfare stan-

dards,” he said.MLA created this strategy after an

independent review of Indonesian fa-

cilities conducted last year.

A key element of the Indonesian

action plan includes implementing

endorsed livestock welfare standards

for ports, transport, feedlots and

abattoirs to ensure the country is op-

erating at, or above, OIE standards. 

In addition, MLA will seek to es-

tablish an Indonesian animal welfare

task force comprising a team of Aus-

tralian livestock experts and 20 Indo-

nesian animal welfare officers. 

The role of the taskforce will be to

conduct a stocktake of all facilities

and locations processing Australian

livestock. After the stocktake, the team will

work towards upgrading infra-

structure and providing processing

training to every facility handling

Australian cattle.“Our Indonesian trading partners

are committed to the implementation

of our plan,” Mr Heatley said.

“This is a big step — Indonesia will

be at the forefront of developing

countries in adopting OIE stan-

dards.” LiveCorp chief executive Cameron

Hall said the strategy would enhance

the industry’s investment in pro-

grams designed to improve animal

welfare in overseas markets.

“It demonstrates that the industry

is committed to implementing lasting

animal welfare improvements in our

key livestock export markets,” Mr

Hall said.“We are the only country investing

in animal welfare in our overseas

markets.”

MLA shares welfare action plan 

Sheep producers are being reminded

to rotate worm drenches to avoid the

development of resistance.

During the past 20 years, produc-

ers have mostly relied on mectin

drenches for worm control. 

Mectins are known for their broad

spectrum activity, high potency and

wide safety margin. 
However, it only took six years be-

fore drench resistance was detected to

Ivermectin in sheep in WA.

Neil Cooper, who has been a vet

with Bayer for 35 years, said the more

often worms were exposed to a par-

ticular drench, the greater the selec-

tion for resistance.

“One option that should be consi-

dered is Rametin Combo, a triple ac-

tive combination drench that con-

tains the organophosphate naphtha-

lophos, with fenbendazole and leva-

misole,” he said.Farm consultant and Murdoch

University veterinarian Kevin Bell

said farmers in the Kojonup area

used Rametin Combo.
“It can delay the development of

resistance to other drench groups,”

Dr Bell said.“Three drench groups used togeth-

er greatly increases the overall effect

on worms, apart from delaying resis-

tance to the individual components.

“If they need, farmers can use the

newer products on younger stock

that have poorer immunity and are

more susceptible to worms.”

But Dr Bell said drenching should

be only a part of an integrated worm

control strategy. Knowing which drenches are effec-

tive on the farm and conducting reg-

ular worm egg counts to monitor

parasite burdens is vital. To test the

effectiveness of a drench, carry out an

egg count on the mob 10 to 14 days

after drenching.“Good nutrition is a key part of

any worm control program,” Dr Bell

added.

Rotation key to managing resistance

The Ghena, a converted car-

carrier, called into Broome

earlier this month to pick up

8000 cattle. The ship stopped at Dar-

win to top-up before heading

to Jakarta.Broome Port Authority

harbourmaster Ken Bur-

leigh said it was the fifth liv-

estock carrier to visit the

port this season. Mr Bur-

leigh said close to 30,000

head had been shipped out

of Broome so far.“Given that our average is

around 95,000 for a season,

it’s looking like it will be a

bumper year,” he said.
While Indonesia has

maintained its weight re-

strictions, Mr Burleigh said

cattle exported from Broome

had also been sent to the Phi-

lippines, which does not im-

pose weight limits. 

Broome stopfor GhenaAmy Williams

Sheep CRC’s efforts in working with

industry in the area of genetics has

been recognised.The 2011 CRC Program STAR

Award was presented at the Excel-

lence in Innovation Awards event in

Brisbane this week as part of the

Cooperative Research Centre Asso-

ciation’s annual conference.

Sheep CRC chief executive James

Rowe, said the award acknowledged

co-operation between researchers

and industry.Broadly, the Sheep CRC’s research

focuses on improved genetic gain and

management of more productive,

easy-to-manage sheep while reposi-

tioning sheep meat and wool as high

value niche products.
The Information Nucleus Flock

Program is central to the CRC’s

work. It is delivering information and

data for genomic prediction of sheep

breeding values. During the past four years, more

than 300 stud breeders have engaged

with the CRC via sheep genetics as

part of the program.

Sheep CRC a star in
genetics research

Dowerin Field Days Program - August 2011
Distributed with Countryman & at the Field Days
Circulation 23,000
Size A4 Magazine - Full Colour
Booking deadline July

Newdegate Field Days Program - August 2011
Distributed with Countryman & at the field days
Circulation 16,000
Size A4 Magazine - Full Colour
Booking deadline July

Mingenew Midwest Expo - September 2011
Distributed with Countryman & at the Field Days
Circulation 13,000
Size A4 Magazine - Full Colour
Booking deadline August


