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A MELBOURNE-based think tank
says the creation of a free trade
zone in Western Australia’s north
would be a better way to develop
the region than large scale
government investment.The call for a northern free

trade zone followed the release of
a report earlier this week by inde-
pendent Victorian think tank,
The Grattan Institute, which
found the WA Government’s
Royalties for Region scheme was
unlikely to achieve its regional
growth aims.The Grattan report suggested

regional funding should be direct-
ed to areas with already strong
population growth, such as Man-
durah and Bunbury, not to regions
such as the Kimberley or Pilbara.

Melbourne-based Institute of
Public Affairs director Hugh
Tobin told The Kimberley Echo he
was not surprised by the findings
of the Grattan report.Mr Tobin said a special eco-

nomic zone taking in northern

WA, the Northern Territory and
far north Queensland was a better
way to attract investment dollars
and people to those regions.“That is when you give people a

choice, where they have an incen-
tive to move to those regions,” he
said.

He said similar economic zones,
which have low company and per-
sonnel tax rates, were in place
around the world including India,
the Middle East, the United States
and the UK. Premier Colin Barnett this

week defended the government’s
Royalties for Regions scheme.“The Royalties for Regions pro-

gram has been the most success-
ful program at stimulating
development outside of Perth,” he
said.

Last week’s State Budget
included $1.2 billion for the Royal-
ties for Regions program, includ-
ing $117.5 million for the Ord
project.

The $220 million Ord expansion
project has been funded by the
Royalties for Regions scheme.

Push fornew deal NATHAN DYER

Just three weeks into her training, Tara Johnson found herself cooking with

celebrity chef Curtis Stone at the Kimberley Kitchen workshop last week. 

Report, Page 5 

Picture: Nathan Dyer

Master chef cooks up a storm
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Kununurra is a town at the frontier of the exciting East Kimberley and The Kimberley Echo 
covers an incredibly diverse area. From the grandeur of the mighty Ord River scheme 
and Lake Argyle with their elusive barramundi fishing spots, to the allure of the Argyle 
diamond mines and their world famous sparkling pink diamonds. It is also the gateway to 
the breath-taking Bungle Bungles and some of the most spectacular scenery in Australia. 
The East Kimberley has fast become a tourism hot spot having collected numerous 
tourism awards over the past 10 years with the world recently being invited to explore its 
vast ruggedness and natural wonders. Kununurra in home to 6,000 residents however 
the population explodes to nearly 15,000 during the May to October dry season.
The Kimberley Echo provides a comprehensive weekly coverage of all the news, sport 
and entertainment along with lifestyle features, a fishing
guide, trades and services, classifieds, a real estate
section and more and is the only paper between
Broome and Darwin across the Top End of Australia.
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