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The Mid West is one of the fastest growing regions in WA.
With shire amalgamations well underway the region and its major towns are positioning 
for phenomenal growth in every sector from farming to mining and alternative energy 
sources.
Stretching from Jurien Bay in the south, to Meekatharra in the East and Kalbarri in the 
north, the Mid West is a vast and strongly populated area – some 40,000 inhabitants.
The Mid West Times is a free weekly paper distributed to every household and business 
and has been continuously published since 1992.
Everyone reads the Mid West Times and if they miss out on a copy, they certainly let us 
know.
The paper was revamped in January 2010 with a strong new look including a bigger 
bolder masthead, an expanded editorial team and new advertising sections and 
opportunities.
The sports section has been substantially upgraded and now strongly covers junior and 
regional sport – a highly popular change to the paper.
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LABOR’S agricultural region MLC Matt

Benson has come out firing against the

Liberal Member for Geraldton, Ian

Blayney, over last week’s State Budget.
Mr Benson said the Budget failed to deliv-

er on key funding in the region, highlighting

the Government’s backtracking on projects

like Oakajee and the 330kV transmission line

to Geraldton.  “Geraldton is crying out for the 330kV

line, he said.
“Households, businesses and the broader

community need it. But for the third year in

a row there is not an extra cent for the 330kV

line to bring it to Geraldton.“Don’t say you are helping people if you

are giving with one hand and taking back

with the other. “They (the Government) are a mile behind

where they need to be. I think residents will

be upset about the Budget.”Member for Geraldton Ian Blayney said

until large projects like Oakajee were signed

off there was no need to have expensive infra-

structure built.“You can’t put in this big, really expensive

infrastructure until it’s actually needed. That

is the rules under the ERA,” he said.

“Sooner or later if people keep going on

about this powerline it’s going to start affect-

ing confidence in the area. “Go and find the company that says we

have got a problem with power because I’m

not aware of it. I haven’t got people coming

and saying that to me.” Mr Benson said funding for the Pindar to

Eneabba leg of the project did not address the

needs of the rest of the area, which were cry-

ing out for energy.“Stage one to Eneabba is of little comfort

to the community of Geraldton-Greenough,”

he said.
“The load increases are happening now and

the Government’s response is disappointing.

“Mayor Ian Carpenter said he would be dis-

appointed if funding wasn’t allocated for the

second stage of the line. “I am sorry for him and everyone else. The

Government has let the Mid West down.”
Mr Blayney said the 330kV line to Eneabba

would lift the capacity in the existing line by

20 percent. 
“Why is the City council forever going on

about power? Can they not get enough power?

Have they appointed themselves guardians of

WA’s power industry?”Mr Benson said local businesses and

investors needed more assurance that the

State would back the region.

MPs warover cashfor regionBEN O’HALLORAN 9956 1035

Reading generation: Spirits were high at St Mary’s Primary

School, Northampton, with the official opening of a new library.

Among the guests were past students Gloria Simpson and Pat

Drage, pictured with some current students. Picture: TRIN SUCKLING

Mid West Mining 

improve your viewwith your local builder

the genesis skillion

Wake up to spectacular views across the ocean or the landscape. 

What better way to start your morning. The Genesis Skillion is 

just one from the In-Vogue range of 2-storey designs, and they 

are all built by your local builder.
2010 HIA-NAB mid-west housing awards.
winner - excellence in service - large builderthe marina, cnr bayly street and foreshore drive, geraldton.

call 9964 5001 all hours or visit wacountrybuilders.com.au

the genesis skillion by in-vogue 2 storey designs
built by wa country builders in regional wa
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1 Sold 1 Under Offer

FINAL STAGE NOW SELLING
With over 200 lots now sold, many established homes,

open park land with ambitions to build a community

facility; Parklands Country Estate by the Sea has truly

come of age.
With the estate’s superb location, relaxed country

lifestyle, proximity to the growing regional city of

Geraldton and the proposed Oakajee port, Parkfalls

continues to develop as more residents complete their

new homes and settle into the growing community.

Call for an appointmentPeter Sukiennik(08) 9965 7600 or 0418 939 013www.raywhitegeraldton.com.au*Terms & conditions apply
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