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Pilbara News is an outstanding local community newspaper which is growing as fast as 
the region it serves.
A free publication, it reaches the vital inland mining towns and the progressive 
infrastructure hubs of Karratha, Dampier, Wickham, Tom Price, Paraburdoo, Point Samson 
and Onslow.
Karratha is the regional centre with modern administrative, commercial, industrial and
residential infrastructure. It boasts an international-standard airport, large shopping centre,
cultural centre and tertiary college, hospital, restaurants, and cinema complex.
The nearby North West Shelf Natural gas plant is part of the biggest resource project in
Australia. Natural gas from offshore platforms is liquefied at the Burrup Peninsula facility 
for export to Japan.
On-going expansion plans ensure the region’s prosperity. Karratha is also the gateway to 
burgeoning Pilbara tourism product which boasts the magnificent Dampier Archipelago, 
and the Burrup Peninsula – the world’s most prolific Aboriginal rock engraving gallery with 
more than 10,000 identified Aboriginal art-sites.
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PLANS for a desalination plant
to be built near Karratha have
been deferred by the State
Government.The plant, originally pro-

posed to help Karratha cope
with a growing population and
mining industry, did not have
funding allocated to it in this
year’s State budget.The $370million project was

planned to be built on the Bur-
rup Peninsula. It was to have
provided a further six billion
litres of drinking water for the
West Pilbara every year.Construction was slated to

begin in early 2013 with com-
pletion expected in 2015, but
Water Minister Bill Marmion
said strong rainfall following
the cyclone season has allowed
the government to put the pro-
ject on hold. “Harding Dam is currently

at capacity while, before the
cyclone season, it was only 20
per cent full,” Mr Marmion
said.

“The Millstream aquifer,
which is also used as a drink-
ing water source for the West
Pilbara Water Supply Scheme
when required, has also been

fully recharged by the very
heavy 2010/11 wet season
rains. 

“Harding Dam at full capac-
ity provides drinking water for
up to two years, and in combi-
nation with the healthy state of
Millstream, provided the
Government with an unexpect-
ed opportunity to re-examine
all options.”

Shire of Roebourne pres-
ident Nicole Lockwood said
water security was an impor-
tant issue to the region.“The provision of water and

an ability to cope with
increased volumes of wastewa-
ter are vital to the growth of
this region,” Ms Lockwood
said.

“Significant rainfall this wet
season has replenished Hard-
ing Dam, affording the State
Government more time to
review its options for deliver-
ing an additional water source
in the West Pilbara. We will
continue to work with the State
Government to secure the
future water supply needs of
the Shire of Roebourne.”Ms Lockwood said it was pos-

sible a mining company would
fund a future water develop-
ment. 

“The mining and resources

sectors are major consumers of
water throughout the Pilbara,”
she said.

“Should a mining or resourc-
es company look to meet its
own future potable water
requirements or provide addi-
tional water to the wider com-
munity then it is to be
commended.” Nationals member for the

North West Vince Catania wel-
comed the move and said it was
a “great thing”.“I pushed the fact that when

Cabinet were up in Karratha in
December they should not be
making the decision that was
going to commit taxpayers to
build a $370 million desal
plant,” Mr Catania said.“They should really consider

re-negotiating a modern water
agreement with Rio Tinto to
stop them from using potable
water on their iron ore stock-
piles for dust suppression.”Mr Catania said recent rains

had allowed breathing space to
re-negotiate water agreements
and continue discussions to
supply a new water source.“That $370 million could fin-

ish the Karratha (to) Tom Price
road, or provide more opportu-
nity to turn Karratha into a
city,” Mr Catania said.

‘No’ to waterplant due toheavy rains ROURKE WALSH andCAMERON MYLES 

Shire of Roebourne environmental health manager Craig Watts

with chickens used in the Department of Health’s “sentinel chicken”

surveillance program. The Department has issued fresh warnings

regarding the Murray Valley encephalitis and Kunjin mosquito

viruses after the death of a person following an infection. The

program monitors chickens throughout WA to detect MVE and

other viruses early. Story, page 3
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Chickens comes first infight against virus
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  SPECIAL PUBLICATIONS
2012 Pilbara Tide Book - December 2011
Distributed with North West outlets
Circulation 10,000
Size A5 Magazine - Full Col
Booking deadline 6 weeks prior

2012 The FeNaCING Festival
Distributed with North West outlets
Circulation 10,000
Size A4 Glossy Magazine 
Booking deadline 6 weeks prior


