
The Weekend West is the only
Saturday newspaper in
Australia to increase its
circulation.

Figures released this week
by the Audit Bureau of
Circulation show sales of The
Weekend West rose 0.7 per cent
in the three months to
September 30.

With an audited sale of
318,352 copies, The Weekend
West is now the second
highest selling Saturday
newspaper in the nation.

We now sell more copies
each Saturday than the
Sydney Morning Herald and
the Daily Telegraph and are
well ahead of other

metropolitan Saturday
newspapers, including the
Age, the Courier-Mail in
Queensland and the

Advertiser in South
Australia.

The West Australian had a
modest drop of 1.7 per cent

Monday to Friday. It was the
smallest drop of any
metropolitan daily newspaper
in the nation.

The Age was the only paper
to increase circulation
Monday to Friday.

Sunday newspapers were
the worst performers, their
combined sales dropping
almost 5 per cent.

The Weekend West’s rise in
circulation comes near the
anniversary of the rebranding
of the Saturday edition of The
West Australian and a week
after journalists at The West
won an unprecedented 12
awards at the WA Media
Awards.

Weekend West top Saturday seller in nation
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Security footage of ‘railway rapist’
Nicholas Rodney McDonald, who

was jailed for more than nine years.
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Perth will emerge from the Com-
monwealth Heads of Government
Meeting as a global city and be en-
trenched as Australia’s economic
bridge with developing nations in
Asia and Africa, Julia Gillard says.

In an exclusive interview before

but deep expertise in technology,
health and education. 

Ms Gillard said this year’s
CHOGM also had unprecedented
and enormous significance, being
timed on the eve of the critical G20
meeting of the world’s biggest econ-
omies in France next month and
climate change talks in Durban in
South Africa in December.

form the Commonwealth into a
major diplomatic force, united in
demanding European leaders stop
“muddling through” their sover-
eign debt crisis and solve it.

But as much as CHOGM will be
used to marshal Commonwealth
nations into an international voice,
Ms Gillard said the presence of 1400
business and government leaders

means for us, WA has already had
this clear sense of what it means for
it to look north to the capitals in
Asia that are in its time zone and
within easy striking distance of
travel from WA. 

“Added to that will be this sense
of looking west to India and to Afri-
ca where so many economies are
developing quickly — the full

ward to discussing climate change
policy with British conservative
Prime Minister David Cameron,
who wrote to her in July in support
of the Government’s carbon tax.

Ms Gillard also foreshadowed
Australia’s support for the recom-
mendations of the Eminent Per-
sons Group designed to make the
organisation more “agile” in deal-

WA’S TIME TO SHINE
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Power play: Female
heads of government
are rare at CHOGM, so
the Queen joined all
three of them — Prime
Minister Julia Gillard,
Bangladesh leader
Sheikh Hasina, left, and
Trinidad and Tobago
Prime Minister Kamla
Persad-Bissessar — for a
special chat yesterday.

Queen puts
lady leaders
in spotlight
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Commonwealth countries have
agreed to abolish a 17th century
rule governing the monarchy that
will clear the way for a firstborn
daughter of Prince William and his
wife Catherine to become Queen.

Cementing the place in history
of the Commonwealth Heads of
Government Meeting in Perth, the
16 countries with the Queen as
head of state have endorsed pro-
posals from British Prime Minister
David Cameron to change the rules
of regal succession that mandate
male heirs.

The reforms would also overturn

a ban on the heir to the throne
marrying a Catholic. Each of the
so-called realm countries will now
have to pass legislation reflecting
the changes.

Though an overhaul of discrimi-
natory succession laws have been
debated for decades, the demand
for change gained new urgency
after the royal wedding in April.

There were fears in Britain of a
possible constitutional crisis if the
Duke and Duchess of Cambridge’s
firstborn child was a girl.

The rules of male primogeniture,
under which males take prece-
dence over females in the line to the
throne, date back to 1688. The
Queen became monarch because

her father George VI — who be-
came king after his brother Edward
VIII abdicated — had no sons.

Mr Cameron chaired a meeting of
realm country leaders yesterday to
formalise support for the reforms.

“Attitudes have changed funda-
mentally over the centuries and
some outdated rules, like some of
the rules on succession, just don’t
make sense,” he said.

“The idea that a younger son

should become monarch instead of
the elder daughter simply because
he’s a man, or that the future mon-
arch can marry someone of any
faith except a Catholic — this way
of thinking is at odds with the mod-
ern countries we’ve all become.”

Prime Minister Julia Gillard
said she was delighted that Perth
had hosted such an important mo-
ment and said all the States had
given their in-principle support. 

Premier Colin Barnett said he
supported modernisation of the
crown with the Queen’s consent.

“The monarchy is a unique and
special institution and part of its
mystery and appeal is its traditions
of which succession is one,” Mr
Barnett said. “I would favour the
changes but I think the public
would want to see the Queen indi-
cating she endorses it.”

The realm countries are Antigua
and Barbuda, Australia, the Baha-
mas, Barbados, Belize, Canada,
Grenada, Jamaica, New Zealand,
Papua New Guinea, St Kitts and
Nevis, St Lucia, St Vincent and the
Grenadines, the Solomon Islands
and Tuvalu. 
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